Surfactant treatment in a pediatric burn patient with respiratory failure.
This report describes surfactant treatment in a burned infant with severe respiratory failure. In this patient the instillation of surfactant rapidly improved compliance, oxygen index (OI), and alveolar-capillary oxygen gradient (AaDO2), while the need for oxygen supplementation and peak positive pressure drastically decreased. The treatment was repeated after 12 hours. Although the baby had severe clinical course complications as a Gram-negative sepsis and a subglottic stenosis, she was weaned from oxygen therapy and mechanical ventilation in few weeks. Surfactant dysfunctions seem to play a central role in the respiratory insufficiency of burned patients, and its exogenous replacements could improve their outcome.